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GRAMMATICAL ERRORS ON WRITING

Saiful Rifa'i
STKIP PGRI BLITAR

Email rifri. saifi .rl@grnail.com

Abstrak: tujuan penelitian ini adalah unutk mengklasifikasikan kesalahan tatabahasa yang di-
buat oleh mahasiswa tingkat satu jurusan bahasa Inggris STKIP PGRI Blitar, tujuan penelitian
ini adalah unutk mendiskripsikan kesalahan tatabahasa pada pada karangan. R"rpord"n dalam
penelitian ini berjumlah 45 mahasiswa dan didapatkan sejumlah 173 kesalahan iada karangan
mereka. Instrument yang dipakai mengambil data dalampenelitian ini adalah sebuah tes me-
ngarang denganjenis teks deskriptifl Data diambil dengan cara mengidentifikasi, mengklasifikasi
dan menghitung kesalahan tatabahasa yang didasarkan pada sudace strateg)l taxinomy. Se-
dangkan hasilnya dapat disimpilkan bahwajenis kesalahun yurg sering terjadi adalah substitu-
tion error,Ini terbukti bahwa mahasiswa masih bingung bagaimana men)rusun kalimat dengan
tata bahasa yang benar dengan pilihan kata yang benar. Mereka sering membuat kesalahan
dalam menggunakan kata kerja tidak beraturan. Ini membuktikan bahwa tata bahasa dan kosa
kata mereka sangat perlu di tingkatkan secara intensive

Key words: grammatical error, substifution error

Abstract: ln this research, the researcher tried to identifu and ctassifi grammatical errors
made by the first year students of STKIP PGRI BLITAR. The object of the research is to
describe the grammatical error on composition. There are nine classes in this grade and the
writer takes forty-five students for his research and gets 173 errors on composiiion. The test
given to the students is writing descriptive text. The dataaredrawn by identif,iing, classifuing,
ald counting the grammatical errors based on the surface strategy taxonomy. After analyzing
the data, it is concluded that the most frequent error types made by the students is substitution
error. It means that they are still confused how to arrange a right sentence and to choose the
correct words. They often make mistake in using irregular verb.. It proves that their English
grammar and vocabulary need to improve intensively.

Key words: grammatical error, substitution error

INTRODUCTION

Inlndonesi4 English, as foreign language is
taught formally starting from elementary school
to seniorhigh school. It means that students in
university level have been studying English for
twelve years. Theoretically, they should know
English well, but in ttre facq the students face many
various problems. They often say that that learn-
ing English is difficult, especially in vwiting. They

often confused to express their idea into English.
It can be understood for English as the target lan-
guage has different system, if we compare to
mothertongue.

For this reason, there are many possibilities
for English leamers to make errors, especially in
Indonesia. English isn'tthe second language, but
we can call it as the third language. As we know,
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that Indonesiahas a lot oftraditional language in
everyregion. When someone was born, the first
language that he heard is traditional language.

Then, whentheygoto school, theywill leamln-
donesian language. In addition, the structure of
Indonesian language and English is different. In
other words, different systems between native
language and target language cause leamers make

erors, especially in grammar.

According to statement above, the re-
searcher can conclude that the students still face

many problems in studying English. Mostly, the
problemthey face is writing. In their writing,
students often make errors in gmmmar. That's ',rihy
it is very important to conduct a research by title
'oGrammatical Errors of the First Year Students'

Writing of STKIP PGRI Blitar
This studyis specified into two problems as

follows: 1 )What kinds of grammatical errors are

made by the first year students of English De-
parfrnent of STKIP PGRI Blitar in an essay writ-
ing. 2)Which grammatical error is the most domi-
nant inwriting made bythe firstyear students of
STKIP PGRI Blitar. Based on the problems men-

tioned above, this research is intended to
describe: I )The kinds ofgmmmatical errors made

by students in an essay writing. 2)The most fre-
quent grammatical error in essay writing made by
the first year students of STKIP PGRI Blitar

This study focrrsed on analyzinggrammati-
cal errors inthe firstyear students ofEnglish De-
partment STKIP PGRI Blitar. The studentwere
asked to make a descriptive text the topic of
which was "Good Job''.

RESEARCH METHOD

The design ofthe study is descriptive. De-
scriptive research is designed to obtain informa-
tion concerning with the current status of phe-
nomenon directed toward determining the nature

of situation, as it exists at the time of study. One

of the characteristics of descriptive research is

that there is no adminisuation or contol of a treat-

mentas itis found inexperimental research.

This study is aimed to identify the errors that

exist in the samples of composition and to de-

scribe the grammatical errors. For this pu{pose,

the qualitative and quantitative designs are con-

sidered appropriate. As a qualitative study, it in-

tends to give the characteristic of the errors;

whereas the quantitative study gives the fiequency

ofthe errors made.

The subject ofthis research is the first year

students of English Department of STKIP PGRI

Blitar20l0l20l1. The writertakes the first grade

because they have been studying English, mini-
mallysixyears.

The object ofthis research is grammatical

errors of the first year students of English De-

partment of STKIP PGzu Blitar 20l0l20IL
There are nine classes in this grade. The re-

searcher uses five students' composition in each

class and the number of sample is forty five stu-

dents. The 'rvriter takes the first grade by the con-

sideration that they have studied grammar from
junior high school and senior high school.

The instumentused inthis studyis anessay

writing test. Actually, in a study of error, the test

instrument could also be in the form of (1) an

objective test, (2) rewriting sentences by giving

correction to error sentences (3) completing un-

finished sentences, and (a) tanslating sentences.

The test can measure recognition as well as pro-

duction. It uses an essay writing test because in

an easy vwiting the students can produce their own

sentences freely and they will use whatever stuc-
ture they want to use. So, this kind oftest is more

suitable for this research.

The data was collected by using the research

instrument. Accordingly, the source of data was

the essaywritingtestwhichmade bythe firs year

students of STKIP PGRI Blitar, supervised by

the writer himself . There were eight classes in
this grade. The test was done on January T2,

201 1 . After the data had been collected, they were

analy zed by using descriptive stati stic.

The data analysis was done by identifiing
grammatical error based on the surface strategy

taxonomy, then counting it. From the composi-

tion, the writermade atable for classifying it into

error types and gave a clear description of the

research. The following was the procedure used

on this research. First, each composition was read

intensively to identify the errors. Afterwards, the

identified errors were rewritten in separate list.

The errors were classified based onthe surface

strategytaxonomy. The errors were counted'



Coding andTable

The code, sign, or mark can be seen in the
followinglist:

I. NOUN
NO
NA
NS
NR

2. VERB
VO
VA ;VerbofAddition
VS : Verb ofSubstitution
VR : Verb ofOrdering
ADJECTTVE t

AO :AdjectiveofOmission
AA ;AdjectiveofAddition
AS :AdjectiveofSubstitution
AR :AdjectiveofOrdering
ADVERB
ADO :AdverbofOmission
ADA ;AdverbofAddition
ADS :AdverbofSubstitution
ADR :AdverbofOrdering
PRONOUN
PO
PA

PS

PR

: PronounofOmission
:PronounofAddition
: Pronoun of Substitution
: PronounofOrdering

NUMERAL
NUO :NumeralofOmission
NUA ;NumeralofAddition
NUS :NumeralofSubstitution
NUR :NumeralofOrdering

DETERMINER
DO :DeterminerofOmission
DA ;DeterminerofAddition
DS : DeterminerofSubstitution
DR : DeterminerofOrdering
PREPOSITION
PRO :PrepositionofOmission
PRA ;PrepositionofAddition
PRS :PrepositionofSubstitution
PRR : PrepositionofOrdering
CONJUNCTION
CO : ConjunctionofOmission
CA ; ConjunctionofAddition
CS : ConjunctionofSubstitution
CR : ConjunctionofOrdering

Rlfa'i, Grammatical Errors on Writing

RESULT OF THE RESEARCH

Chart I Student Mistake
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Based on the data ofthe composition, it can
be saidthatthe writing task isnot easy forlearn-
ers. This can be seen from the number of stu-
dents who can'vurite well. There are only five stu-
dents (11.17o) from forty five studentswho have
no mistake in their vrniting. It shows that expressing
ideausing right grammar in raniting is a difEcult
subject.

Chart 2 Percentage of Errors

r 0rdering

After analyzing the students'errors in writing,
the writer found 173 errors. It covers error in
nounomission2.9Yo,ertorinnounaddition}.6Yo,

error in noun substitution 3.4yo, error in noun

ordering 3.4%.
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Chart 3 Number of Error present tense, especially when the subject is third
singular person. So, it shows that student are still
confused howto arftmge a good sentence using
a good structure.

Chart 5 Percentage of Surface
Strategy Errors
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Error in verb omission 25 .4%o, enor inverb
addition 10.4%o, error in verb substitution l9.6oh,
error in verb ordering l.2oh,

Error in adjective addition 0'.6Yo,error in
adjective addition 0.6yo,error in adjective or-
deing2.9%o,

Error in adverb omission I .TYo,error in ad-
verb substituti on2.9%o,error in adverb ordering
2.3 oA,error in pronorur omission0,6Yo,error in
pronoun substitution 2.3yo,error in pronoun or-
deing2.9%, Error in nunteral substitution 0.6yo,

Ertor in determiner omissionl.2Yo,eror in
determiner addition 0.6yo, error in determiner
substitution 8.7Yo,

Enor in preposition omis sion 1.1%o,error in
pronoun addition 1 .2%o, enor inpronoun substi-
tution 1 .7 

o/o, erf ot rnpronoun ordering 0.6%o, and
error in conjunction omission 0.60lo.

Chart 4 Percentage
of Word Class Errors

I

Diagram of Errors
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From the data, it is found that students often
make error in using ofverb. They do not under-
stand well how to use the right verb in a sen-

tence. They make erron in puting be, using regular

and irregular verb, the use of suffix -s in simple

r 0mission

r Addition

e Substitutiorl

I0rrjerinp,

From the data" it is concluded that the most
frequenterrortypes made bythe fust students of
STKIP PGRI Blitar is substitution error. It means

that they are still confused how to arrange a right
sentence and to choose the correct words. They
oftenmake mistakes in using irregularverb. It gives

prove that their English grammar and vocabulary

need to improve intensively.

The second is omission error. The students

are frequently confused how to put the right "be"
and putting the correct tense for every sentence.

It can be concluded that the students have prob-

lem in grammar. Their knowledge about gram-

mar is not sufficient . Especially in omission of
verb, they often make mistake in putting suffix -s
to verb-l in simplepresenttense whenthe sub-
ject is third singularperson. The second mistake
that it frequently appears in verb omission error,

they do not write "be" in nominal sentence, espe-

cially whenthe sentences use frequentty adverb.

Then, error addition is in the third place.
These errors show that some basic roles have

been acquired, but ttrat the refinement has not yet

been made. Their mistakes in addition errors still
have relationship with omission error. They have

problem inputting suffix-s whenthey make sen-

tence or they usually give "be" in verbal senfence.

The fourth is ordering error. Ordering er-

rors occur because there is some misunderstand-

ing to arrange a sentence from English language

to otr mother tongue, Indonesian language. They

translate word by word to make sentence. So, it

,r'r.@.-



strows that tlrey do not understanding enough how
to arrange sentences which indicate that their
grammar is not well enough

CONCLUSION

From the analysis above, it can be taken the
result that the erors made by the first students of
STKIP PGRI Blitar including; noun omission
2.gyo,error in noun addition 0.60lo, error in noun
substitution 3 .4yo,error in noun ordering 3.4yo,
error in verb omission 25.402, error in verb addi-
tton tD.4%o,error in verb substitution l9.6yo, er-
ror in verb ordering l.zoA,error in adjective ad-
dition 0.6yo,error in adjective addition O.6yo,
enor in adjective orderi ng2.9Yo,error in adverb
omission | .7Yo, etrcr tnadverb substituti on2.g/o,
error in adverb ordering 2.3 Yo, ercor inpronoun
omission 0,6yo, error in pronoun substitution
2.3o/o,.error in pronoun ordering z.gyo,error in
numeral substifution 0.6o/o,error in determiner
omission I .2Yo, eirror tndeterminer addition O.6yo,
error in determiner substifution 8.7yo,error in
preposition omission.l .7Yo, error inpronoun ad-
dition l.2Yo, enor rnpronoun substitution l.7yo,
error in pronoun ordering 0.6yo,and error in con-
junction omission 0. 6%.
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The verb omission error was the most domi-
nant type of errors. There werc 44 errors
(25,4%). Fromthe date we cqntake conclusion
that mostlythe students ofEnglish still have diffi-
culties in apprehending English grammar as a sec-

ondlangrrage.
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