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TEACHING READING REPORT TEXT USING REACT
METHOD TO SENIORHIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

AnnisaRahmasari
STKIP PGRI BLITAR
kunigaya@yahoo.co.id

Abstrak:Mengajar bahasa inggris untuk siswva SMA perlu memiliki beberapa tehnik
pengajaran. Dalam pembelgjaran berbasis teks, guru bahasa inggris bisa mendapatkan
banyak kesulitan dalam pengajaran mengacu pada tehnik yang sesuai dan efektif yang
digunakan untuk mengajar berbagai macam jenis-jenisteks. Artikel ini mengusulkan strategi
REACT dalam pengajaran reading terhadap fenomenajenis-jenis teks di SMA. Strategi
REACT ini meliputi Relating, Experiencing, Applying, Cooperating and Transfer-
ring. Strategi REACT fokus pada konteks pembel ajaran dan pengajaran dan strategi ini
berprinsip konstruktifisme

Kata Kunci: Metode REACT, Teks Report.

Abstract:Teaching English for Senior High School students are necessary to have many
techniquesin teaching them. In text — based learning, English teacher can get many diffi-
culties in teaching concerning with the suitable and effective techniques used to teach
many kinds of genre texts. This paper proposes REACT strategy in teaching reading
toward the genre phenomenon in Senior High School. REACT strategy consists of Relat-
ing, Experiencing, Applying, Cooperating and Transferring. REACT strategy fo-
cuses on teaching and learning context and it is the core of constructivism principle.

Key Words: REACT Method, Report Text.

Readingisavery sgnificant medium of com-

INTRODUCTION _— .
munication. It meansthat nowadaysreading has

Someexpertsgivedifferent ideason defin-
ing reading. Although they have different ideas,
thedissmilaritiesare quite reasonableand accept-
ablefor each of them givesasturdy reason about
reading. Urquhart & Weir in Grabe (2009: 14),
Reading in asecond language say, “Readingis
the process of receiving and interpreting infor-
mation encoded inlanguageform viathemedium
of print”. Sulistyo (2011: 20) aso defines* read-
ingisessntidly aform of communication between
writesand readerswhich ismediated through a
writtentext”.

128

animportant roleto every peopleintheworldin
getting information because it can be done any-
time and anywhere. Peopleread different kinds
of text everyday not only they intend to or they
just pick up/encounter. Such asnews, flyers, ads,
products, posters, billboards, displays, e-mails,
text-messages, web, movietitle, and soon. Be-
Sidesthat, peopleal so read in academic contexts
ineducationa, professional and occupational set-
tings. Inthiscase, they havegod to read and they
set (that are set for them). Such astext books,
articles, journalsand so on.
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Theimportant thing of the Englishteacher’s
jobisgetting studentsto read English text. The
first reasonismany studentswant and need to be
ableto read English textsfor recent study, for
further study, for career or just for enjoyment.
The second, reading alot usually get morevo-
cabulary, morefamiliar with thegrammar which
isvery ussful for language achievement. Thethird,
reading textsgive good modelsfor Englishwrit-
ing. Good reading textscanintroduceinteresting
topics, stimulate discussions, givecreativere-
sponses, and provideinteresting languagelessons
involving variouslanguageskills

NATURE OF READING

Readingisoftendefinedinsmplestatements
much likethefollowing: Kodain Grabe (2009:14)
says" reading iscomprehension occurswhenthe
reader extractsand integratesvariousinforma-
tion from thetext and combinesit withwhat is
already known”. Asastarting point, we can say
that reading isunderstood asacomplex combi-
nation of processes. Thereareten processesthat
definereading (Grabe, 2009). Firgtisarapid pro-
cess. Itisrapid when weread most materialsat
about 250-300wpm. When we read we coordi-
nate rapid and automatic word recognition, syn-
tactic parsing, meaning formation, text compre-
hension building, inferencing, critica evaluation,
and linkagesto prior knowledge resources. Sec-
ond isan efficient process. Reading isefficient
not only intermsof the overall reading rate, but
asointermsof thewaysthat various processing
skillswork together. Thethird processisacom-
prehending process. Readingiscentrally acom-
prehending process. Weread to understand what
thewriter intended to convey inwriting. Com-
prehensionisacentral goal. Aninteractivepro-
cessisthefourth processto definereading. Here
reading meansan interactive processbetweenthe
reader and thewriter intwo ways. Thetext pro-
videsinformation that theauthor wantsthereader
to understand and al so the reader bringsawide
range of background knowledgetoreading. The
fifth processisastrategic process. The reader
anticipatetext information, saect key information,
organize and summarize information, monitor

comprehension, repair comprehension break-
downs, and match comprehension output to
reader goals.

Next, a reader adjusts reading processes
and god s. Fluent readerskeep the processesand
purposes aligned with each other. Itiscaled a
flexible process. The seventh and eight process
areapurposeful processand an evaluative pro-
cess. Thealignment between processesand pur-
poses pointsout that readingisalso and waysa
purposeful process. Besides, evauationistiedto
being strategic and purposeful inthat weeva uate
how well we are reading (or monitor our read-
ing). Evaluation aso occurswhen wedecidehow
weshould respond to atext. The pattern of evalu-
ation of thetext callsup our own attitudes and
emotional responsesto thetext and thetopic and
it requiresastrong set of inferencing processes
and the use of background knowledge. A learn-
ing process becomesthe ninth process. With al-
most any text we read, the evaluation process
makes reading alearning process as we make
decision about how to respond to thetext. The
last processisalinguistic process. It isnot pos-
sibleto read without making graphemic-phone-
mic connection, without recognizing thewordsto
beread and the structural phrasesorganizing the
words and without having areasonabl e store of
lingui sticsknowledge (morphological, syntactic
and semantic) of thelanguage of thetext.

Inasmpleexpression, referring to the con-
cept of reading asaform of communication, the
output of reading should bereflected in thesuc-
cess of negotiating meanings or recreation of
meaningful messagesintended by thewriter on
the part of thereaders. Like Gebhard in Sulistyo
(2011) said that reading includes discovering
meaning in print and script, within asocia con-
text, through bottom-up and top-down process-
ing and theuse of strategiesand skills.

TEACHING READING

Teaching reading consists of two words,
Teaching and Reading. Teachingisall activities
that arerelated to teaching and learning process
inclass. Teachingisguiding and facilitating learn-
ing, enabling thelearning to learn, setting condi-
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tionfor learning. And according dictionary.com
teachingisan activity inagroup minimal conssts
of two people oneasateacher and the other asa
student. WhereasReadingisgrasping of |language
pattern from team written symbol srepresenta-
tion.

Actually, reading ability getsthe prominent
priority in Englishteachingwhereit can upgrade
thestudents intelligence, creativity, inmaking opin-
ionand channdizingimagination. Reading ability
does not only pronounce printed words or read
aoud using correct pronunciation and intonation,
but also understand or comprehend the content
of thetextbooks.

Therearesevera aspectswhich areneeded
inreading. The aspectsincludereading compre-
hension, mastering of vocabulary and fluency of
reading. Not only having paid attention to the
ability needed in teaching reading; but also the
teachers should pay attention when they give
evauation. Brown (2007: 373-376) o suggests
eight principlesfor teeching reading skills. Thefirgt
principle to teach reading is teacher does not
overlook agpecificfocusonreading skills. Teacher
should usetechniquesthat areintrinsically moti-
vating. Thethird principleisteacher makesbal -
ance between the authenticity and readability in
choosing texts. Teacher can encouragethe de-
velopment of reading strategies. Teacher should
include both bottom-up and top-down techniques
and dsofollow the SQ3R sequence. Thelast two
principlesare teacher has plan on pre-reading,
during-reading, and after-reading phases and
builds an assessment aspect into thetechniques.

READING REPORT TEXT

InAnderson and Anderson (1997) areport
text isaso called aninformation report. Informa:
tion report isapiece of text that presentsinfor-
mation about a subject. An information report
usually containsfactsabout the subject, adescrip-
tion and information on its parts, behavior and
qualities. Accordingto them, therearethreefea-
turesof aninformation report. Thefeaturesare
thefollowing: first, ageneral opening statement
that introduces the subject or the report-it can
include ashort description and adefinition. Sec-

ond, aseries of paragraphs about the subject-
usually anew paragraph describesonefeature of
the subject and beginswith atopic (or preview)
sentence. Thethird, aconclusionthat summearizes
theinformation presented and signalstheend of
thereport.

Wheressthelanguagefeaturesusudly found
inaninformation report are asfollows: technical
languagerelated to the subject, generdized terms
and use of thetimelesspresent tense.

Thefollowingisamode of information re-
port suggested by Anderson & Anderson (1997:
88): The Lost Child

Attention shoppers. Wehavealost child at
theinformation desk onlevel 1.

Sheiswearing ared jumper with apicture
of three pink teddy bears on thefront, and blue
jeanswith yellow patches ontheknees.

Sheisapproximately 100 centimeterstall;
haslong, brownhair tiedinapony tail; and hasa
small scar on her leftarm.

Shewasfound outsidethetoy storeonlevel
3,

Would the mother or father of this child
please cometo collect your daughter fromthe
information desk onlevel 1? Thank you.

The opening statement from the text above
is“Attention shoppers. We have alost child at
theinformation desk onlevel 1”. Whereasthe
seriesof paragraphing about the subject is“ She
iswearing ared jumper with apicture of three
pink teddy bearsonthefront, and bluejeanswith
ydlow patchesontheknees. Sheisapproximately
100 centimeterstall; haslong, brown hair tiedin
apony tail; and hasasmall scar on her left arm.
Shewasfound outsidethetoy storeonlevel 3.”
Besides, “Would themother or father of thischild
please cometo collect your daughter fromthe
information desk onlevel 1?Thank you” isacon-
clusonsignaing theend of thereport.

Thelanguagefesaturesof thetext thelost child
arefirg thetext usesthe smple present tenselike
in“Wehavealog childat theinformationdesk...” .
second, thetext usestechnical languagewhich
shows stepslikethewordslevel 1 andlevel 3.

Wakhid in Cahyono (2012: 34), Teaching
English by Using Various Text Types, says“ are-
port text isdifferent from adescriptivetext. A
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report text ismore genera and adescriptivetext
iIsmorespecific’. The characteristicsof areport
text can beobserved fromitsfunction, that isso-
cid function; to describetheway thingsare, with
referenceto arange of natural, men-made and
social phenomenain our environment. Thefol-
lowing istheexampleof report text suggested by
Wakhid (2012: 35): Rock Music

Rock musicisapart of popular music to-
day. Itisplayed andligenedinamost every coun-
try intheworld. Rock and roll wasthenamegiven
tothemusicthat developedintheearly 1950's. it
isbelieved that theterm “ Rock and Roll” was
first used by disk jockey, Alan Freed.

In 1955. Records of ayoung singer from
Tennessee, ElvisPredey, were heard acrossthe
US. After heappeared on nation-widetelevison,
ElvisPredey’ssinging and hisperforming style
cameto mean rock and roll al over theworld.
Then came Bill Haley and The Comets. Rock
mainly becamethemusic of theyoung. They un-
derstood itsbeat and sound, anditslyrics.

The 1970'swere thetime of big devel op-
mentsintherock industry. Rock becameavery
big business, earned for money annudly than any
other form of entertainment including thefilmin-
dustry.

Asstated in Yuliani & Permaty (2005), a
report text classfiesor describessomething based
on systematic observation. It beginswith agen-
erd classficationwhichintroducesthetopic. The
general classification from thetext aboveison
thefirst paragraph. Thenitisfollowed by descrip-
tionwhich describesof facts(parts, qudities, hab-
its, and behavior of the subject) on the second
andthethird paragraph.

Based on the explanation above, it can be
drawn asaconclusion that reading report text is
necessary toinform something through writtenor
ora report text. Thenatural fedl, then, becomes
interesting to seeand learn effectively combined
using REACT method to be more effective, effi-
cient, and useful inimproving to understanding
report text.

READING USING REACT METHOD
REACT Method and its Proceduresto
Work

REACT isan acronym of Relating, Expe-
riencing, Applying, Cooperating and Transfer-

ring. REACT strategy focuseson teaching and
learning context and itisthecoreof congtructivism
principle (Crawford, 2001). REACT dtrategy is
very compatibleto be applied in teaching read-
ing. Inorder toincreasestudents' learning results,
teacher should apply thiskind of method. Below
aretheexplanationsof REACT dtrategy:

R standsfor relating. Relating isthe most
powerful contextud teaching Strategy. Itisasoat
the heart of constructivism. Relating islearning
in the context of one's life experiencesor pre-
existing knowledge. Teachersuserelatingwhen
they link anew concept to something completely
familiar to sudents, thusconnecting what students
aready know to the new information. Inreading
report text, the students should relate the context
inreport text into their smplelifecontext. Inthis
way, theteacher’sroleisasfacilitator. For in-
stance, theteacher givesthe studentsareport text
entitled‘ impactsof eectriccars , thestudentsare
guided to relate the simple context of ‘impacts
of thetoolsthey usually use, e.g.: theimpacts of
hand phone, the effects of play station, etc. the
teacher helpsthe studentsto relate both contexts
to the students.

E standsfor experiencing. Itislearning by
doing—through exploration, discovery, and
invention. In-class hands-on experiences can
includethe use of manipulatives, problem-solv-
ing activities, and laboratories. In case of reading
report text, theteacher |eadsthe studentsto ma-
nipul atethe condition of ‘impactsof ectriccars
to the classsituation. Contextually, the teacher
can usetheinstrument or toolsto manipulate or
smulatethiscondition so that the studentsunder-
stand toward the context of the report texts.

A stand for applying. We definethe apply-
ing strategy aslearning by putting the concepts
touse. Obvioudy, studentsapply conceptswhen
they are engaged in hands-on problem-solving
activitiesand projects|ikethose described above.
Teachersa so can motivateaneed for understand-
ing the concepts by assigning realisticand rel-
evant exercises. Getting the context experienced
all together inthe class, the students cooperated
by theteacher apply their understanding to the
real text ‘impactsof electric cars . Thestudents
can apply the context understood beforeto the



132 CAKRAWALA PENDIDIKAN, VOLUME 16, NOMOR 2, OKTOBER 2014

redl text. Consequently, thestudentswill beeasier
to understand the context in thereport text given
tothem.

C standsfor cooperating. Teachersusing
student-led groups to complete exercises or
hands-on activitiesare using the strategy of co-
operating—learning in the context of sharing,
responding, and communicating with other
learners. Workingwiththeir peersinsmal groups,
most sudentsfed |esssalf-consciousand canask
questionswithout feding embarrassed. They dso
will morereadily explain their understanding of
conceptsto othersor recommend problem-solv-
ing approachesfor thegroup. By lisening to oth-
ersinthegroup, studentsreevaluate and refor-
mulate their own sense of understanding. They
learn to value the opinions of others because
sometimes a different strategy provesto be a
better approach to the problem. When agroup
succeeds in reaching acommon goal, student
membersof thegroup experience higher salf-con-
fidence and motivation than when studentswork
aone. Intheclassroom, theteacher asksto group
them and use the confirmation way by coopera-
tion among the studentsto confirm their under-
standing with the exercisesand questionsfol low-
ingthetext.

T standsfor transferring. Transferringisa
teaching strategy that we define asusing knowi-
edgein anew context or novel situation—one
that hasnot been covered in class. To skill drill
and word problems, they assign experiential,
hands-on activitiesand redlistic problemsthrough
which studentsgain initial understanding and
deepen their understanding of concepts. Inthe
last step of thismethod, transferring meansin
reading processisto sharetheknowledgegotin
the text and the processesin the classroom by
pairing or grouping technique.

In order to engage in problem-solving or
analyzing issuesthat will assist them in accom-
plishing their goals, students need to gather new
informationand link it to what they aready know.
Thisprocessisreferred to as* constructing mean-
ing.” Finding out what prior information students
haveabout atopic/subject hel psthem bring mean-
ing to any new information acquired. Onestrat-
egy they can useto help them construct meaning

is a strategy caled the REACT method. R -
Stands for relating preexisting knowledge to
something familiar. E - Standsfor doing explora
tion, discovery or invention. A - Standsfor put-
ting the concept to use. . C - Standsfor sharing
and communicating to other learners. T - Stands
for using the knowledgein anew context. The
REACT method isjust one of many graphic or-
ganizersthat hel p sudentsorganizetheir thinking
for decison-making and problem solving. Thisste
will provideyou withinformation onanumber of
other Strategies

Implementation of REACT Method in
teaching Report text in Senior High School

Herearetheexampleof theimplementation
in Senior high school materia of report text and
theusing of REACT method:

Reading Report Text
TheGreenhouse Effect

The greenhouse effect isanatural process
that keepstheearthwarm. It iscaused by alayer
of gasesthat trapshesat energy fromthesun. This
layer of gasesismade up of water vapor, carbon
dioxide, nitrousoxide, and methane, which are
called greenhouse gases.

Ashest energy reachestheearth, someof it
isabsorbed, and someof it isreflected into space.
However, some of thereflected heat istrapped
inthe atmosphere by the blanket of greenhouse
gases.

The use of REACT method

In Relating, Theteacher guidesthestudents
torelatethe content of ‘ effect’ to thetoolsthey
usualy use, e.g.: Theimpactsof hand phone, the
effectsof play station and etc. Theteacher leads
the sudentsto manipul atethe condition of ‘ green-
houseeffect’ totheclasssituation. It concernsin
Experiencing. WhereasinApplying, Theteacher
apply their understanding tothereal text ‘ green-
houseeffect’. Thelast two methodsare Cooper-
ating and Transferring. Here, Theteacher groups
the students and use the confirmation way by
cooperation among the studentsto confirmtheir
understanding with the exercisesand questions
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following thetext and asksstudentsto sharetheir
knowledge about greenhouse effect to the other
students.

Fromtheseactivities, thestudentscanlearn
report text clearly and get theinformation given
inthetextindetail. Thismakesthe studentscan
interact to another in getting deeper comprehen-
siontoward what they learn through reading us-
ing REACT method. In short, the students can
learn everything concerning with thetext deeper
and clearer to get detail ed information and com-
prehension of the reading texts by using this
method.

CONCLUSION

Asaconclusion, teaching readingusingthis
method can be used to acquirethe maximal re-
aultsinreading processoraly andinwritten. This
is able to make students active by giving free
stimulusto enhancetheir curiosity and critical
thinking by reading what they learn through RE-
ACT method. Hopefully, REACT method can be
more devel oped and explored in teaching and
learning reading for variouslevels.
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