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THE CORRELATION OF VOCABULARY MASTERYAND WRITING
ABILITY TOWARD THE STUDENTS' ENGLISH ACHIEVEMENT

M. Ati Mulhuda
hoklry_com@yahoo.com

STKIP PGRI BLITAR

Abstrak: Tujuan penelitian ini untuk mencari apakah ada hubungan ganda antara
penguasaan kosa kata dan kemampuan menulis tirhadap pencapaian p-embelajaran
bahasa Inggris siswa. Desain penelitian korelasi dipakai untuk mengrtut 

"i'ujunyuhubungan antara variable. Data yang terkumpul, dianalisis denganirogr; SpSi20' Hasil penelitian menunjukan adanya hubungan yang -signififan 
antara

penguasaan kosa kata-dan, kemampuan menulis tlrhadap hasi-l pembelajaran
bahasa Inggris dimana koefisian korelasi (R) 0.590 lebih bisar darir taArc 6.zgi
pada tingkat siginikans i95%.

KataKunci: hubungan, penguasaan kosa kata, kemampuan menulis, hasil
pembelajaran bahasa Inggris.

Abstract : The aim of this research is to find out whether there is multiple
correlation of students'mastery on vocabulary and writing ability toward English
achievement. Correlational was used as the research de;ig;l; observe correlation
among variables.The data eollected were analyzed by using spss 20. The finding
proved that there is multiple correlation ou votabulary anjwriting abilityi;;;;;
English achievement showed coefficient (R) 0.590. It was greater t["n rtu6f r i" it t
level ofsignificance 95% whichhad value0.297.

KeyWords : multiple correlation, students'mastery on vocabulary writing ability,
English achievement.

INTRODUCTION

English is an international language

that has been used as a compulsory subject

at schools in Indonesia. The national

education department has decided to
involve it in curriculum as a foreign
language taught. Students learn it from

primary schools up to university. To teach

this language is not easy. A teacher should

explore as well as implement effective

techniques, approaches and methods to
make sfudents understand the language,

mainly for the four basic language skills,

such as listening, speaking, reading, and

writing. Having a lot of vocabularies are

good to gain better understanding in

learning English. Writing as one of language

skills is needed by students to practice their

vocabulary mastery in form of written text.

Writing activity involves grammar mastery

and much information taken from reading

activity to construct text. It means that

vocabulary and writing always have

correlation to those skills. Because they are

beginners, it is not impossible that both of
variables can affect English achievement.

When students learn a language

including their own language, first, they

54



-'ly learn to listen, to speak, to read,

lLftG ttcy finally learn to write. The process

hguage skills is when learners are

ing a new language. They start to hear

tte
is spoken, repeat what they hear,

spoken language depicted
ly in printed form and finally

rtprduce those language symbols in

This indicates that all four basic

skills reinforce each other,
,qocietly in learning vocabulary.

Because vocabulary is one of
La-cnul aspecrs of ianguage besi<ies

;;*irg, grammar and listening, learners

trrewilfing to learn English as a foreign

should better have a lot of vocab,s

6cy face difficulties in learning. When

have low vocabulary they cannot

mdcate with others clearly. Sometimes

ft b rfifficult to group the idea transmitted to

fE- The acquisition of a large number of
rchleries can help the students know the

ffiry of what they read, speak, listen and

milE as well as to express their aim in
mication. Students can expand their
rffiLy in English since a great number of
ffi are needed for the real language use.

Mlsry is the ability to use and to
I fu d words of a particular language in

mfu situation in which students really
hw boen experienced before. Vocabulary

mry becomes a problem because the

trrtrErs feel bored to read. They sometimes

&d ,tifficulty to practice what they have

hEEd In many cases, students who can
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produce good written text tend to have a

good vocabulary comprehension. In general,

the more vocabularies they have the better

theirabilitytowrite.

Writing is an essential skill that

can help students share their idea, fact,

opinion, or thought to make readers

understand. Readers can receive new

information from written text they have

read. English written text involves many

aspects of skills like grammar and

vocabulary to construct a paragraph.

Writing also involves reading activity so

that students can create coherent sentences.

Learning a writing process is important for

the students as it enables students to express

their thoughts, knowledge and feelings

efficiently. The more. the students learn the

writingprocess, the more theywill be able to

express themselves

Writing is one of the ways to
express thought in written form. To be good

at writing, students should have good

mastery to English components. They are

needed because to write well, students have

to construct sentences by using particular

vocabulary and grammatical rules.
Furthermore, a student with good

vocabulary comprehension will be able to

make more word dictions in writing an

essay. He can enrich the content of his essay

more deeply because student can use good

rhetorical language.

A good quality of a writing can be

seen from how good a student can construct
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settences by using vocabulary that he

masters before. It means that vocabularies

and writing are interrelated skills that can

affect students' English Achievement. For
instance, students in the early years often

get new vocabularies that they store in their
memories to be used to learn a language.

In fact, the problem is the students

feel difficult to make good ientence in a
paragraph, because they do not have good

grammar mastery and vocabularies. They

also get difficult in.constructing their idea

to develop a paragraph because they do not

have much information dealing a topic they

write. Students whose writing skills are good,

they tend to have much information taken

from reading activity that can result good

quality of a written text. This shows that

writing also needs the help of other skills
such as reading and students background

knowledge. The ability of students to choose

word dictions is still low for example when

using English part of speech, synonym and

antonym. As a result there are still many

students who reach low scores in vocabulary

and writing subject. The researcher assumes

that if students master many vocabularies

their writing ability will develop.

English achievement involves four

skills. They are speaking, writing, reading,

and listening. All of the skills are influenced

by vocabulary and grammar. Student has

varieties of problem in English. Those are

like gapping in speaking activity, misusing

words in writing, and misconception in

grammar like using auxiliary and verb.

Vocabulary is one of the components for

every skill. This means that there is

possibility that it has correlation toward

achievement. Writing also involves reading

to construct idea, it means that writing also

has correlation toward their English score.

If vocabulary and writing skill of Junior

High School students are good, it is

possible that their English achievement is

also good too.

Theorical Bases

Different measurement obtained

from the same individual may have certain

relationship. The method by which this

relationship can be determined is called as

correlation. (Ary2002:363) explains:

Correlation research relates two (or more)

variables measured from the same group of
subjects, whereas ex post facto research

compares two (or more) groups on the same

variables measured. Although ex post facto

researcher seeks to establish cause-effect

relationship; correlation research may or

may not. When correlation research finds a

relationship between two variables,

researchers say that the variables are

correlated.

Multiple correlation also involves

more than two variables. This technique

enables researchers to find the best possible

weighting of two or more independent

variables to yield a maximum correlation

with single dependent variables (Ary,
2002:363).Dependent vari ab le i s infl uenced



*:r variable while independent is

'-rroced by other variable. Both of
Hf,c bocome focus in re s earch activity.

Ary, 2002 describes that the

and direction of the relationship

{-ecribed by means of a quantitative

cdled the coefficient of correlation.

ing a coefficient of correlation, one

both of its sign and its size. The sign

c -) of the coefficient indicates the

ion of the relationship. If the

ient has a positive sign, this means

thuone variable increases, the other also

rthutrscs. A negative coefficient indicates

ffiru rr one variable increases, the other

Ary (2002:355) argued that
ion research is useful in a wide

of studies. They can used to
fucrmine relationships and patterns of
oufr,.tionship among variables in a single

[uwp of subjects. For instance, correlation

uumcarch is used to answer questions. Ary
tfl3ffi2:353) illustrates that a correlation

mudy will determine the extent of any

mufr,etionship between these variables.

The reliability of the test can be

rcucssed through correlation test-retest,

oirynivalent-forms, or split-half scores.

Correlation canbe used to measure consistency

um o wide variety of cases. If there are two

ruiables that are correlated, researcher can
'u$E one variable to predict the other. The

higher the correlation, the more accurate

rfoc prediction is. Prediction studies are
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frequently used in education (Ary, 2002).

Vocabulary

Vocabulary is the Everest of a

language. For this reason, a person who

wants to be able to communicate in a certain

language has to master the vocabulary of

that language for the first time. This is one of

the essential aspects that have to be learned

when students are learning a language.

Good mastery of vocabulary will be the key

of success for anyone who learn listening,

speaking, writing, reading besides grammar.

A learner will speak fluently and accurately,

write easily, or understand well to what he

or she reads if he or she has enough

vocabulary and capability of using it in
creating sentences. Vocabulary refers to

words as main component that construct

langauge orally or written. It supports all

langauge skills. It appears arbritrarily

without considering form of something.

Words are also constructed in many ways.

Derivation is process that can change

words part of speech. Inflection is process

thatdoes not change part of speech.

Vocabulary is knowledge of
knowing the meanings of words and

therefore the purpose of a vocabulary test

is to find out whether the learners can match

each word with a synonym, a dictionary -
tape definition, or an equivalent word in

their own language. In learning vocabulary,

automatically they have to know the

meaning of words by themselves so they

can create correct sentences.
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In brief, vocabulary mastery can

defined as a number of vocabulary (words)

in language which contains information

about its meaning, form, and usage in

language of communication. It is the basic

knowledge that students should master first

before mastering English. Vocabulary

learning is a principal issue for English

learning because it comprises the basic

building blocks of English sentences.

Vocabulary is considered as the

most important part in learning language.

It is impossible for the students to read,

write, and speak a foreign language

without having enough knowledge of the

vocabulary. Learning new vocabulary does

not only mean memorizing the form of the

word but also understand its meaning.

In mastering a language, vocabulary

as one of language aspects is needed to be

developed. The students will face a lot of
problems and difficulties to improve

language skills if they do not have enough

vocabulary. Conversely it would be

impossible for one who does not have

enough vocabulary to communicate his

ideas as clearly as he would like to by

usingthe language either in oral orwritten.

Concerning this, Krashen and

Terrell (1983:136) say: Vocabulary is also

important for acquisition process. We

acquire morphology and syntax because we

understand the meaning of utterances. This,

acquisition depends crucially on the input

being comprehended. Comprehensibility is

dependent directly on the ability to
recognize the meaning of the key elements

in utterance. Thus acquisition will not take a

place without comprehension of vocabulary.

The rstatement above exPlains that

vocabulary is'an important part in learning a

language. It enables the students to read,

write, and speak a foreign language without

having enough knowledge ofthe vocabulary.

Learning the new vocabulary does not only

mean memorizing the form of the word but

also understand its meaning. So, it makes us

easier to write an English text.

Vocabulary varies in the four skills

of language which include listening,writing,

reading, and speaking. Generally, a student

will absorb listening and speaking

vocabulary before coming to reading and

writing vocabulary. In real situation, the

process may change, especially in foreign

language teaching. Reading vocabulary may

become the first stage before processing

the speaking and listening vocabulary.

There are many classifications

made by the expert in language area about

the kinds of vocabulary. They are 1), Word

for things represent sets of phenomena that

seems to endure with some stability

(nouns), 2), Word for actions represent sets

of phenomena that seems to change or be

in process (verb), 3), Word for qualities:

the content words and the precise

meanings shift with various "things" to

which the "quality" word is attached as a

"modifier" (adjective and adverbs).



According to Nation (1994:3) the

L of frequency in vocabulary can be

into two kinds; there are high

vocabulary and low frequency

. l), High frequency vocabulary

of words that are used very

in normal language. They are used

dl four skills and across the full rango

rimation of usage. High frequency

consists of 2000 word families,

ifi rre about 87% of the running words

fumal written text and more than 95Yo

tlcm are in informal spoken texts.

fLe low frequency vocabulary on the

hand, covers only small proportion of
ruaing words of a continuous text, it

that low frequency vocabulary is

used in common activity of English

. This group includes well over

word families.
The active vocabulary is all the

FEtdE used in daily activities, partly while,

ive vocabulary is all the words

ized and understood, and not

ily used. There are active and

vocabularies. Active vocabulary

to put item which the learner can

rnc.ppropriately in speaking or writing,
it is also called as productive

mbulary although in fact it is more

'l'.fficult to put into practice, its means

tu to use the productive vocabulary be

hiliar with collocation a, the students

pst to know to pronounce it well, they

rut be familiar with collocation and
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understand to connotation meaning of
the word. This type is often 'used in

speaking and writing. Passive vocabulary

refers to language items that can be

recognized and understood in the context

of reading or listening and also called as

receptive vocabulary.

Beside receptive and productive

vocabulary.These are classified into

topic-specific or content specific
vocabulary. Topic-specific or content-

specific vocabulary is the words that

appear frequently in a particular text

bacause they are related to topic of a text.

For example, in topic of ice cream, the

words flavor, texture, cone, toppings and

carton might appear frequently. So, we call

those words as specific topic or content-

specific vocabulary.

Certainly that if someone wants to

communicate in English, he should have

enough vocabulary, because it is a basic

element in learning a language. One who

understands more vocabulary will
converse better than others. Some difficult
factors for students area), Pronunciation:

ressarch shows that words with difficult
pronunciation are more difficult to learn.

For example: Gorgeous, Lecturer, etc. b),

Sound spelling and mismatched spelling

will cause errors in pronunciation or in

spelling that can contribute to a words

difficulty. For example: muscle, headache,

etc. c), Length and complexity: long words

are more difficult to learn than short ones,
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and the variable stresses of polysyllabic

words are also difficult. For example:

necessary, necessity, necessarily. d),

Meaning: when two words overlap in

meaning, learners are likely to confuse

them. Or it called word with multiple

meaning such as since and still, can also

be difficulties for learners.e), Range:

connotation and idiomatic, words that

can be used in wide range of contexts

will generally be perceived as easier

than their synonyms with a narrower

range. For example: thin is more used

than skinny, slim and slender. The

connotation of some words may cause

problem too.

than grammar or any lesson, but as a

matter of fact the lack of vocabulary is

the serious problem when people have to

communicate in Engtish. Teachqrs know

that every expert in every book is different

in classifiying the kind of vocabulary,

because every person has different way in

showing and telling theirs opinions and

ideas. Some of them who emphasize

vocabulary to the items which the learners

can use appropriately in speaking or

writing and to the language items which

the learners can use appropriately in
speaking or writing and to the language

items that can be recognized and

understood in the context of reading and

listening and some of them classify

vocabulary that they have made are

different, but the point is the same, because

their classification are based on the

different sides and aspects.

WritingAbility

People think that communication

can only be done orally, whereas it can also

be done through a written form.

Commu4lcation through written the same
1

with con{munic4tfon through speaking, we,'i'
can also communicate and share information

with others. (Arienty in Practical Tecniques

for ELT Book, 2011) said that writing

achievement is done by expressing our ideas

in writteit form. But this activity, for same

people, especially for learner is not know

what they want to write and also it needs

process of thinking throughly and

systematically.

Writing is the students activity in

trying to rvrite tfrp composition in English.

The writing depends on the stuffi@ility.
Heaton said the writing in task involves the

students in manipulating words in
grammatically correct sentences and in

linking those sentenc& to form piece of

continuous writing which successfully

communicates the writer's and ideas on a

certain topic".

Writing an important part of
lr

languagg teaching as it also function as

an esserftial tobl for learning in which

learners' expend their knowledge of the

language elements in real use (Cahyono,

2010). This skill must be explicitly taught

because writing achievement outside school



trrl
dirg

is relatively rare. Writing
isalso viewed as a social and

phenomenom as it is meaning-

that is socially and culturally

and individually and socially

(Weigle, 2002). Writing ability

fiG result achieved after learning

Before looking at specific tasks, we

m ccruntinize the different genres of
mih language (So that context and

are clear), type of writing (So that

of the development of writing

fE;wment are accounted for), and micro

dmo skills of writing (So that objectives

nrbc pinpointed precisely), (Brown, 200 I ).

ofTYritingLanguage

They that involve in academic

nriring are papers and general subject

4rlr" essays, compositions, academically

frcused journals, short-answer test
r{onses, technical reports and theses,

f,qqtatisns. Job-related writing are like

-lrage 
(e.9., phone messages), letters or

ril, memos, reports, schedules, labels,

liGlr. Advertisements, announcements.

Iuuals. Personal writing are like
lfficrs, emails, greeting cards, invitations,

illarages, aotes, Calender entries, shopping

En, rcminders, Financial documents (e.g.,

-hct, tax form), Forms, questionnaires,

ndical reports, immigration documents,

IDilriee, personal journals, Fiction (e.g.,

futstories, poetry).

Four categories of written

Mulhuda, The Correlation of Yocabulary Mastery andWriting 6t

performance that capture the range of
written productions are considered here.

Each category resembles the categories

defined for the other three skills, but

these c4tegories, as always, reflect the

uniqueness of the skills area (Brown,

2001). Imitative, to produce written

language, the learner must attain skills
in the fundamental, basic tasks of writing

letters, words, punctuation, and very

brief sentences. This stage, from is the

primary if not exclusive focus, while

context and meaning are of secondary

concern. Intensive (controlled). Beyond the

fundamentals of imitative writing are

skills in producing appropriate vocabulary

within a context, collocations and idioms

and correct grammatical features up to the

length of a sentence. Responsive. Here,

assessment tasks require learners to

performs at a limit discourse level,

connecting sentences into paragraph and

creating a logically connected sequenco of
two or three paragraphi.Extensive.

Extensive writing achievement implies

successful management of all the

processes qnd the strategies of writing

achievement for all purposes, up to the

length of essay term paper, a major

research project report, or even a thesis.

Writers focus on achieving a purpose,

organ izing and developing ideas

logically, using details to supporting

illustrate ideas, demonstrating syntactic

and lexical variety, and in many cases.
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KindofWriting

There are kinds of writing, they are

Exposition, Argumentation, Persuasion,

Narration. Narration is writing containinga

story that has performer, event, conflict

and solution, Description.

Basically, writingability is
progressive activity, this means that when

learners write something down, they have

already been thinking about what and how

they are going to explain it. They can

express everything in their minds. Writing

ability can be built by practising and

learning some basics of academic writing

achievement. They include a variety of
paragraph organization, language feature

and sentence structure and the step in
writing process as the learners to apply all

of these skills in their writing. It is possible

for them to improve and to develop their

writing achievement with more confidence.

EnglishAchievement

This is useless to know the student's

activities without knowing their achievement.

Students' achievement can be used to know

whether they have mastered the material or

not. The meaning of achievement is a

result of activities that have been done.

Learning activity means the mastering of
knowledge shown by score as the

achievement result. In learning English,

thiscan be measured from the skill abilities,

such as speaking, reading, listening and

writing. According to Cambridge Advaneed

Learner's Dictionary, achievement is

something very good and difficult that you

have succeeded in doing.

METHOD

This study is multiple correlation

study. The variables of the study are the

mastery on vocabulary and writing
ability as the independent variables and

students' English achievement as the

dependent variable. The ,data will be

collected using test.

Mastery on Students' English
Vocabulary (x1) Achievement (y)

Writing Ability (x2)

A correlation coeffrcient is a number

between -l and I which measures the degree

to which two variables are linearly. If:there is

perfect linear relationship which positive

slope between two variables, we have a

correlation coefficient of l; if there is

positive correlation, whenever one variable

has a high (low) value. A correlation

coefficient of 0 means that there is no

linear relationship among the variables.

While, multiple correlation .is a

complex correlation procedure in which

scores on two or more variables are

combined to predict scores on another

variable, called the dependent variable.



ID this calculation, the researcher used

Person Product Moment Correlation
Coeffrcient. As we know, Person's product

moment correlation coefficient, usually

deaoted by r, is one example of a correlation

ocfficient. It is a measure of the linear

association between two variables that have

been measured on interval or ratio scales,

rlrch as the relationship between height in

inches and weight in pounds. However, it
cao be misleadingly small when there is a

rclationship betwoen the variables but it is

ma-linear one. There are procedures, based

@ r, for making inferences about the

population correlation coeffrcient. However,

ttese make the implicit assumption that the

tro variables are jointly normally distributed.

When this assumption is not justified, a

nonparametric measure such as the

Srcarman Rank Correlation Coefficient

dght be more appropriate.

The research is conducted to know

, rhether there is a positive correlation of
l

ILG Mastery on Vocabulary and their

, *riting ability to the students' English

I rhievement or not. All data obtained

i rill be analyzed, statistically using
I correlation formula. This is non-
I

rqrerimental study therefore there is no

mtrol group and the researcher could

mduct a study freely but followed the

' nlcs of the right research.
I

I The population in this study is all

I h the first year students of MTs Ma,arif

I UW Blitar. There are five classes in the

I
t
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second year. The number of the second

year is 210 students and class 1D with
40 students is taken as the sample.

The test used in this research are

and objective test and subjective test. The

objective test is divided in two parts, the

first vocabulary consist 25 items and the

second English achievement which consist

of 25 items. The subjective test is writing

ability which consists of I item. The

researcher used type of objective test. It is

multiple choice type. It can be scored

objectively and can measure learning out

come directly.

Vocabulary test is consisting of 25

items. The material was conskucted by the

researcher and the taken from the students'the

book (students'hand out). The correct answer

is given I point.

Students'Score is =
Students'Score
Maxinal Score

x 100

Writing ability consists of I item.

There is different form of test between

vocabulary and English achievement with

writing ability. In writing test the researcher

used subjective test in order to measure how

far the students' ability in writing. The

material was constructed by the researcher

and the taken from the students' the book

(students'hand out). To give students' score,

the researcher used scoring rubric of the

element of writing, it consists of five

categories, they are: content, organization,

vocabulary, grammar, and mechanic. The

correct answer is given I point.



Scoring Rubric of Element of Writing
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l. The contentmastery

2. The organization mast€ry

3. The vooabulary mastery

4. Thegrammarmastery

5. The mechanic mastery

TOTAL

the substance of writing, the

ideas expressed

the organization ofthe content

the choice of idioms, words,

and lexical item to give ,a

particular tone or flavor to

writing

the employing grammaiical

and syntactic forms '{
the use of graphic convention

ofthe language

The score of writing test, it is based

on the following scoring rubric according

by Alice Omaggio (2001:266). English

achievement test is consisting of 25 items.

The material was constructed by the

researcher. The correct answer is given 1

point.

Students'Score is =
Students'Score

x 100
Maximal Score

The other instrument is test on

English which is intended to find out the

students achievement in vocabulary and

English achievement. The test of
vocabulary consists of all about synonym,

antonym, and compound word. And the,

for English achievement consists some all

of things related to English language

teaching in this semester.

Reliability is concerned with the

effect of such random errors of
measurement on the consistency of scores

(Ary :2002). A test cannot measure anything

well unless it measures consistently it
meant the characteristic of a good test be

death with reliability of measurement is

usually in term of correlation of two or

more set of score made by same students

on the same test. There are various ways of
estimating the reliability of measurements

have been formulated by statistic.

To gain the logical validity of the

test, which includes the content and

construct validity, the researcher will do

some steps. For content validity, thp

researcher makes the test based on the

syllabus used, while for construct validity;

the researcher arranges the test based on

the indicators. After the test has been

constructed and tried out, in measuring the

content validity of a test, may apply total

item correlation method, it means that the

score of every item should be correlated

with the total score of the whole items. It is

suggested that the score of every item rnay

not be I and 0, but at least should be in the

form ofrating scale or subjective test scores.

In this method the researcher can rneasure

the validity of every item. The formula usod

is the Pearson Product Moment Formula.

25

100

Where:

Content

Organization

Vocabulary

Grammar

Mechanic



F'INDING

As it has been mentioned, this

research involves three variables. They are

mastery on vocabulary writing ability, and

English achievement. The degree of
relationship between variables is indicated

by the size coefficient correlations has range

between -1 up to l.the correlation can be

positive or negative. A coeffi cient correlation

+ I . 00 indicates a perfect positive correlation,

while the coefficient - 1.00 indicates a perfect

negative correlation.To collect the data, the

researcher took instrument namely test. This

research applied three different methods.

They are Pearson Product Moment
Correlation which was used to calculate

correlation coefficient between two
variables, multiple correlation method which

was used to calculate correlation among

three variables, and multiple linear
regressions which used to know how

significant the correlation of the
variables is:

I ,sgor J48 239

The Table shows multiple
correlation of three variables. It has value

0.590. R square shows 0.348. This means

that 34.8% of English achievement is

affected by mastery on vocabulary and

writing ability. Probability of F change

shows value 0.000. It shows that probability

is lower than 0.050 so that it can be
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concluded that in the level of confidence
gsyo, there is significant multiple
correlation of mastery on vocabulary and

w-riting ability toward English
achievement. This gives conclusion that

hypothesis is accepted.

CONCLUSION

The objective of the research is to

prove that there is positive correlation of
mastery on vocabulary, writing ability and

English achievement. The researcher

concludes that in the level of confidence

9syo, there is significant multiple
correlation of mastery on vocabulary and

writing ability toward English achievement

because probability of F change shows

0.000 that is lower than 0.050. The result is

computed by using IBM SPSS.20. Considering

the important of comprehending the

English's ability for students, students

should have many vocabularies for being

good in writing ability so that they can

reach better achi evement.
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