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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF WORD DETECTIVE STRATEGY IN
TEACHING READING USING KAMUSKU FOR SMP STUDENTS

M. Ali Mulhuda
E-mail: alimulhuda75@gmail.com
Department of English Education
STKIP PGRI Blitar

Abstrak : Membaca adalah materi Bahasa Inggris yang harus
dipelajari oleh siswa SMP. Ini termasuk Vocab untuk mendukung
kemampuan membaca. Kurikulum Indonesia mengharuskan siswa
mempelajari beberapa teks termasuk teks deskriptif. Masalah-masalah
Reading di SMPN 1 Sanankulon bermacam-macam. Siswa sering
mendapat kesulitan untuk menerjemahkan teks bacaan karena Bahasa
Inggris memiliki banyak tenses dan vocab. Word Detective Strategy
dengan aplikasi Kamusku dapat diaplikasikan oleh guru dalam
mengajar membaca untuk sekolah menengah pertama. Metode ini
telah diobservasi untuk mendapatkan apakahsangat efektif untuk
mengajar membaca atau tidak. Hasil menunjukkan Word Detective
Strategy dapat membantu siswa mendapatkan nilai yang lebih baik.
Mereka dapat memperluas vocabnya. Itu dapat disimpulkan bahwa
Word Detective Strategy efektif dan memiliki efek signifikan terhadap
kemampuan membaca siswa.

Kata Kunci : Keefektifan, Aplikasi Kamusku, Membaca, Word
Detective Strategy.

Abstract : Reading is English material that SMP students have to
learn. This involves vocabulary to support reading comprehension.
Indonesia curriculum obliges students to learn some texts including
descriptive text. The problems of reading in SMPN 1 Sanankulon are
varieties. The students often got difficulty to translate reading text
because English has many tenses and vocabulary. Word Detective
Strategy with Kamusku application can be implemented by teacher in
teaching reading for Junior High School. This method was observed to
find out whether it was really effective for teaching reading or not.
The result showed Word Detective Strategy can help students get
better score. They can enlarge their vocabulary. It can be concluded
that Word Detective Strategy was effective and had significant effect
toward students’ reading comprehension.

Key words : Effectiveness, Kamusku application, Reading, Word
Detective Strategy.
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INTRODUCTION

English has been commonly
accepted as a universal language in
the world. Giska (2017) said that
English is the major language which
is used by people in some sectors. By
mastering this language, the number
of misunderstanding of
communication with others can be
reduced. As the main stipulation of
globalization era, it is a key to realize
the success of personality, society,
and nationality.

In Indonesia, English is
taught as a foreign language on
purpose of making learners able to
communicate, and is taught from
elementary school until university.
According to Hanson and Padua
(2011: 5), in order to communicate
effectively using oral and printed
languages, we must be able to
flexibly use words that we recognize
and understand. Based on this
statement, the students must have
many vocabularies to learn English
moreover for SMP students.

Qargez (2017) has said that
reading is the most important skill
among the four language skills as it
can improve the overall language
proficiency. It is one of the abilities
to dig knowledge. Reading helps
students to enlarge their knowledge
from the information of a text.

The teacher should use many
strategies in teaching reading such as
applying various methods, media and
games in order to keep the students
interested. He/she should choose
suitable method or strategy to teach
reading. Word Detective Strategy is

Using Kamusku for SMP Students

one of interesting strategy in
teaching reading. According to
Hanson and Padua (2011: 24), Word
Detective Strategy guides students
through a series of steps to help
uncover the meaning of a word and
its word parts. This strategy contains
context clues and word part clues. By
this strategy, students can enrich
their vocabularies. So, they can
easily know the mean what they
read. Student will have more interest
to read when the teacher uses
interesting method. It will avoid
students from feeling bored in
learning English reading

Teacher and students also can
use Kamusku apllication. Based on
https://m.apkpure.com, Kamusku is
the offline dictionary and forms the
English-Indonesia or instead. In
addition, users can also use online
translation to the words that are
difficult to find. So, it can help the
users (teachers and students) in
knowing the meaning of difficult
words or sentences.

DEFINITION OF READING

According to Beatrice (2008)
definition of reading is described as
follows: Reading is a conscious and
unconscious thinking process. The
reader applies many strategies to
reconstruct the meaning that the
author is assumed to have intended.
The reader does this by comparing
information in the text to his or her
background knowledge and prior
experience.

Additionally, based on the
en.m.wikipedia.org reading is the



https://m.apkpure.com/

76  CAKRAWALA PENDIDIKAN, VOLUME 23, NOMOR 2, OKTOBER 2019

complex cognitive  process  of
decoding symbols to derive meaning.
It is a form of language process.

Based on the definition
above, the researcher concludes
reading is one of activities to
understand the written language.
Reading is a process to find
information or get messages and
knowledge from the written text.
Developing the reading with reading
activity is ways to increase our
knowledge, many advantages be able
to amendable from reading activities.
Reader should know about the main
idea of the topic or the information in
it first. Then, before reader make an
opinion and a suggestion about the
topic or the information or the
problem, it will be better if reader
read them and understand them.
Reader can clutch the word with
reading more and more deeply. They
will be good adventures. So that, this
process will be fun and reader will
love it so much.

TEACHING READING

Reading skill is an important
thing in teaching English because
can increase the student’s
intelligence. Reading is not about
pronouncing printed words, but also
understanding the content of the text.
People know that reading is a
window of knowledge. The more
people read, the more knowledge
they get. To be a great reader, the
people need process. They have to
master the way to read well and can
get the massages clearly

Harmer (1998: 68) noted
there are many reasons to get
students to read English text, which
IS an important part of the teacher’s
job. In the first place, many of them
want to able to read texts in English
either for their careers, for study
purposes or simply for pleasure.
Anything the teacher can do to make
reading easier for them must be a
good idea.

Reading is useful for other
purposes too. Any exposure to
English is a good thing for language
students. At the very least, some of
language sticks in the reader’s mind
as part of the process of language
acquisition, and if the reading text is
especially interesting and engaging,
acquisition is likely to be even more
successful.

Reading texts also provide
good models for English writing.
When the teacher teaches the skill of
writing, the teacher will need to
show the students models of what the
teacher is encouraging them to do.

Reading texts also provide
opportunities to study language
elements, namely,  vocabulary,
grammar, punctuation, and the way
teacher constructs sentences,
paragraphs, and texts. Lastly, good

reading texts can introduce
interesting topics, stimulate
discussion,  excite  imaginative

responses and be springboard for
well-rounded, fascinating lessons.
People do not just get
Reading skill. To be a good reader,
they need process. They have to
master the way how to read well and
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be able to
knowledge.

Besides, in Indonesia we
know that English is foreign
language and it is absolutely true that
the learners are still lack of English
expression model. So, teaching
reading with help them to know and
be able to use lot expressions which
are commonly wused by native
speakers in additional.

implement  their

DESCRIPTIVE TEXT

Descriptive text is a text that
describes something. British Course
on their website
(www.britishcourse.com) has
described that descriptive text is a
text which says what a person or a
thing is like. So, descriptive text has
purpose to describe and reveal a
particular person, place, or thing.
British Course on their website
(www.britishcourse.com) also
explains about generic structure and
language feature of descriptive text.

Generic structure of
descriptive text is classified into two
aspects in a descriptive text namely,

identification ~ and  description.
Identification contains the
identification of phenomenon

(person, place, or thing) that will be
described. Then, description contains
the description of parts, qualities,
common movement, characteristics,
etc

There are some language
features of descrioptive text, such as:
(1) Using specific participant
(example: Serang Beach, my house,
Penataran temple, uncle Nano, etc.).

Using Kamusku for SMP Students

(2) Using adjective (example: a
beautiful girl, a handsome man, the
famous place in Jepara, etc.). (3)
Using action verbs  (example:

run, sleep, walk, cut, etc.). (4) Using
Simple Present Tense

WORD
STRATEGY

Word Detective Strategy is
one of interesting strategy in
teaching reading. The readers read
the text as a detective who look for
clues. They look for clues that is the
difficult  words or  sentences.
According to Hanson and Padua
(2011:24), Word Detective Strategy
guides students through a series of
steps to help uncover the meaning of
a word and its word parts. This
strategy contains context clues and
word part clues. This strategy will
benefit the students for exploring the
new vocabulary without much
memorizing, and increase student’s
knowledge of vocabulary that they
had never known. With the added
knowledge, the student can identify
the words they do not know before.

According to Ehri (2009)
Word Detective Strategy is a
systematic and motivational way to
teach decoding and spelling to
struggling readers. That means, this
strategy is an understanding of the
new  vocabulary support, the
facilitator is completed by a teacher.
The teacher will help students when
reading memory. From reading the
content they read, they will find the
words that they had never heard of at
all.

DETECTIVE
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Then, this strategy guides
students through a series of steps to
help uncover the meaning of a word
and its word parts. That mean, the
teacher gives them a text, in a text
they will find some difficult words.
The guidance of the teacher to
understand a new word. Then, they
can be difficult to describe or define
the word into a meaning that they
could understand. Once they
understand that they can get the
meaning that of a word in a
paragraph.

Furthermore, Orlando (2010:
107) say that the word detective is an
engaging strategy to help students
decode words by recognizing
relationship between words they
already know and new, unknown
word. It means, word detective
strategy is to help students to
understand the new word as well as
help the students to be able to
manipulate to form new word. And
facilitate students to find a synonym
or antonym of a word that was
unknown to them. Students can
capture the vocabulary that will be
created a new meaning with the same
meaning.

STEPS OF WORD DETECTIVE
STRATEGY

Word detective is kind of
game quiz that provides a good
opportunity to develop students’
skills in defining words and
paraphrasing. For this quiz the
teacher puts the students in pair.

There are some steps for
teaching reading using Word

Detective Strategy. First, teacher
gives a text to the students and they
must find some difficult words in
pair group. After that, they must look
for the similar meaning and the
antonym.  Finally, they  must
paraphrase or make a sentence from
the difficult words that they find with
her/his own word.

ADVANTAGES OF
DETECTIVE STRATEGY

Sefnata (2015) stated that
there are some advantages of Word
Detective Strategy. They include the
following points. First, this strategy
can increase students’ learning
activity for their cognitive and
physical. Second, this strategy
provides the learners using plenty of
opportunities to enlarge vocabulary
and practice their English. Third, the
students will get the words easier
without extremely memorizing each
word. Last, this method can increase
students’ motivation in learning.

This strategy contains context
clues and word part clues.
According to Sasao (2013: 32),
integration information from context
and word parts may make guessing
more successful and contribute to
effective vocabulary. This strategy
will make the students not only
understand the meaning but also
understand the class of each word. It
will make the students know the use
of the word in a sentence. It will be
very helpful for the students because
they will more understand the
meaning and also the word class at
the same time. Finally, knowledge

WORD



Mulhuda, The Effectiveness of Word Detective Strategy in Teaching Reading 79

of word parts and guessing from the
context may be the most useful
strategy for learners because this
strategy may be used in any
situation for any words.

KAMUSKU

Based on
https://m.apkpure.com, Kamusku is
the offline dictionary and forms the
English-Indonesia or instead. In
addition, users can also use online
translation to the words that are
difficult to find. So, it can help the
users (teachers and students) in
knowing the meaning of difficult
words or sentences.

We can download Kamusku
for Android in Play Store or App
Store that has icon picture like
Picture 2.1. If we use it for PC, we
can download it in many websites
that consist of some applications,
such as www.apkpure.com and
www.apk4fun.com. After  this
application has been installed, we
can use it for making us easily in
teaching learning process.

STEPS USING KAMUSKU
Kamusku application help us to
translate word or sentence well
enough if we found the difficult word
or sentence. We just type the difficult
word or the sentence in place for
typing. The step to translate using
Kamusku is simple. Here are some
steps.
1) After we click the icon of
Kamusku, it will open the
application.

Using Kamusku for SMP Students

2) Type the difficult word in the
place for typing. On the other
hand, Picture 2.4 shows the
translation from English to
Bahasa. We can use this
application in offline if we
use it to look for the meaning
of a difficult word.

3) We can click one of the
meaning option for the clear
explanation. There is a
picture of speaker. It is used
to know how way for
pronouncing the word.

4) Type the difficult sentence in
the place for typing if we
don’t know what is the
meaning of the sentence. Just
click the translation button
after we type it but we must
be online. Exchange icon is
used to exchange the
language,

RESEARCH DESIGN

This study  was an
experimental research design. It was
to identify, to investigate the
effectiveness of Word Detective
Strategy for teaching of reading. This
study was also to describe the
situation and condition in the
classroom when the English teacher
teaches the material to the students
by using Word Detective Strategy for
teaching reading.

In this experimental design,
the research design of this study was
quasi —experimental research
applying non-randomized pretest —
posttest control group design (Ary,
2010). There were some reasons for
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taking this design: (1) The research
was conducted without changing the
setting of the class. (2) The research
was executed using time schedule of
the arranged by the institution as
before.

This study was due to find
out the effectiveness of two teaching
techniques, Word Detective Strategy
and GTM, in the teaching and
learning process. The researcher asks
the collaborative teacher to give
different treatment of the two classes.
One class as control group was
taught using GTM while the other as
experimental group was taught by
using Word Detective Strategy.

The researcher was
interested in the teaching reading.
Observation was made about some
behavioral characteristics of the
subject the average score of the
students for pretest and post-test in
the teaching reading by using Word
Detective Strategy and GTM.

RESEARCH SUBJECT

The research subjects were
students of the seventh grade of
SMPN 1 Sanankulon who took
English lesson in the second
semester. There were two classes that
chosen as control group (VII F) and
experimental group (VII E).

Group 1 as an experimental
group (VII E) consists of 25 students
taught using Word Detective
Strategy to increase  reading
comprehension and Group 2 consists
of 25 students as a control group (VII
F) taught using Grammar Translation
Method (GTM).

INSTRUMENTS OF RESEARCH

The instrument that the
researcher used was test. The tests
were in the form of multiple choices.
The material of the test was taken
from English book related to the
subject. The test was given after and
before the students treated using
Word  Detective  Strategy in
experiment group while the control
group treated using GTM. According
to Ary (2010: 224) stated that two
important concepts that researcher
must understand when they used
measuring instruments were validity
and reliability that used to get good
test.

METHODS OF COLLECTING
DATA

The data were collected by
using test. This research used
multiple choice tests. These tests
were used to measure the student’s
mastery in English. The researcher
got the scores from the students
through multiple choice test items,
which had fulfilled the validity and
reliability test.

The items prospered by the
researcher here 25 items. Each of
them consist of four options, one of
them was correct answer and the
others here destructors. Before
giving the test to experiment group
and control one, the test was tried out
to other students who were not
involved in the actual treatment to
measure the validity and in
reliability.

Before the teacher teaches the
material of descriptive text, the
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teacher gives pre-test to control
group and experimental group. The
main purpose of the pre-test was to
know the ability of the students.

The treatment of design
method by using quasi-experimental,
we compere two groups and each
group received different treatment.
For this research, there were two
group that were taught using two
strategies.  The students in first
group here taught by using Word
Detective Strategy as the
experimental group and the second
group by using GTM as the control
group.

After the researcher gave
treatment for two groups, the
researcher  did  post-test.  The
researcher’s purpose of doing the
post test was to investigate the effect
of both methods to the students’
achievement in reading
comprehension. Finally, the score
obtained in the post test was
analyzed.

TECHNIQUE FOR
ANALYZING DATA

Since non-randomized
pretest-posttest control group design
was used in this research, the
research applied ANCOVA formula
to prove the hypothesis as suggested
by Pallant (2000, chapter 20: 1), he
stated that ANCOVA could be used
when you had two group pretest-
posttest design. Further he said that
the scores on pretest were treated as
a covariate to control for preexisting
differences between groups.

Using Kamusku for SMP Students

ANCOVA was also handy
when you have been unable to
randomly assign your subject to the
different groups, but instead have
had to use existing groups. As these
groups may differ on a number of
different attributes ANCOVA could
be used in an attempt to reduce some
of these differences. Pallant (2000,
20: 2). In order to gain accurate and
correct data, the  researcher
calculated the data by using SPSS for
window.

CONCLUSIONS

The analysis of the data
showed that the application of Word
Detective Strategy gave significant
different in teaching reading for SMP
students “SMPN 1 Sanankulon”. The
conclusions were presented in
accordance  with the  problem,
objective, and hypothesis of this
research stated in previous chapter.

Based on the stastical
analysis using ANCOVA (computed
by SPSS 20) discussed in chapter 1V,
this research had two assumptions.
First, testing of linearity between the
dependent variable (posttest) and
covariate (pretest) to show whether
there was the positive result. This
means that research conducted the
testing of linearity was not violated.
The researcher saw from the result of
R? Linear. The R? Linear of Word
Detective Strategy was 0.574 and R?
Linear of GTM was 0.560. Second,
testing the homogeneity of regression
slopes showed the possitive result.
This meant that the research had
statistically significance. The
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researcher was from
Strategy*Pretest, the  significant
value was 0.342 which was greater
than 0.05.

Based on Levene’s test of
equality of error variances, this
showed the result of Sig. value was
0.603 which was greater than 0.05.
this proved that the research had not
violated the assumption of equality
of variances. Next, based on one way
analysis of covariance, it explored
the  differences  between the
treatments of two groups (Word
Detective Strategy and GTM) has
possitive result. The researcher saw
on the table (labeled Strategy on the
SPSS output), showing that F (1,47)
= F 5.659, P 0.021 < 0.05.

Based on the estimated
marginal means, the result was
78.293 for experimental group
(Word Detective Strategy) and
73.707 for control group (GTM).
Score of Word Detective Strategy
was greater than score of GTM. It
was proved that Word Detective
Strategy was more effective in
teaching reading for SMP students at
SMPN 1 Sanankulon than those were
taught using GTM. Last, based on
students’ achiuvement in learning
reading, espicially on descriptive text
effected by teaching method used by
teacher presenting the material.

SUGGESTIONS

Based on conclusion above,
the researcher had some suggestions
related to improving the learning
achievement, which was important

for the teacher, students and the next
researcher to know.
Suggestion for the Teacher

Teacher should choose the
correct strategy to apply in the
teaching learning activity because it
will make students feel enjoy and
comfortable when they accept
learning materials. If people assume
that the traditional method is still
suitable  for teaching English,
teachers may not blame them.
However, the teacher can suggest
them to use Word Detective Strategy,
which are suitable with material and
the student’s intelligence. He/she
should give interesting strategy to
create  students’ enthusiasm in
learning activity. So, Word Detective
Strategy recommended for
intermediate learner, because it will
help them to be active and show up
their own ability to understand the
words and sentences.
Suggestion for the Students

Students may not be
individualistic in the teaching and
learning process to get the better
result in learning. They also be active
in the reading class, because Word
Detective Strategy can stimulate
students to increase their
comprehension and add the
vocabularies. Besides that, students
should be creative to understand
what they read in order to
comprehend more the text and in
order to diminish boredom in
Learning English especially reading
subject
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Suggestion for the Next Researcher
The students will get bored if
the teaching and learning activity is
stil monotone. Then, they do not care
with the materials that teacher said in
their class. To overcome that case,
the researcher suggests to the other
next researcher to choose Word
Detective Strategy with other class
categories in other course study. It
may also involve large sample, thus
the result of research can be more
generalized. Moreover, researcher
should be conducted to investigate
the impact of Word Detective
Strategy and other variables such as
creativity and critical thinking in the
teaching reading comprehension.
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