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COMPOUND WORDS IN SONG LYRICS OF WESTLIFE  

UNBREAKABLE V1 GREATEST HITS ALBUM BEGINNING 1999-2002 

 

M. Ali Mulhuda 

alimulhuda75@gmail.com  

Universitas PGRI Adi Buana Kampus Blitar 
 

 

Abstrak : Penelitian ini difokuskan untuk meneliti jenis kata majemuk dan 

makna kontekstual dari kata majemuk dalam Lirik Lagu Westlife 

Unbreakable V1 Greatest Hits Album Awal 1999-2002. Penelitian ini 

menggunakan penelitian kuantitatif deskriptif. Objeknya adalah 20 Lagu. 

Langkah-langkah analisis data adalah identifikasi, klasifikasi dan deskripsi. 

Temuan ini membuktikan bahwa ada tiga jenis kata majemuk. Mereka lima 

puluh tiga kata dikategorikan sebagai endosentris, tujuh belas kata 

dikategorikan sebagai eksosentris, dan dua puluh delapan kata dikategorikan 

sebagai copulative.. 

 

Kata Kunci : Analisis, Kata Majemuk, Lagu, Lirik, Westlife.  

 

Abstract : This study focused to investigate types of compound word and 

contextual meaning of compound words in the Song Lyrics of Westlife 

Unbreakable V1 Greatest Hits Album Beginning 1999-2002. This study 

applied the descriptive quantitative research. The objects were 20 Songs. 

The steps of data analyzing were identification, classification and 

description. The findings proved that there were three types of compound 

words. They were fifty three words categorized as the endocentric, seventeen 

words categorized as exocentric, and twenty eight words categorized as 

copulative. 

 

Key words : Analysis, Compound Word, Song, Lyric, Westlife 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Learning English can be 

expressed through music, readers 

use it to build a communication with 

other. They can use their own 

language and style to express 

feeling and emotion by write it into 

a lyric. Syllado (1983: 23) has stated 

that music nowadays is regarded as 

the universal language; music is an 

art and science of combining vocal 

and instrument sound or tone in 

varying melody, harmony, rhythm, 

and timbre, especially so as to form 

structurally complete and 

emotionally expressive 

compositions (Webster, 1988: 894). 

In a shorter definition, music means 

the arrangement of sound or tones in 

particular form played on particular 

instruments According to Greek 

history, music occupied a main part 

as an expression of thinking and 

feeling (Syllado, 1983; IV). There 

are many kinds of music such as 

rock, jazz, pop, R&B, and rap. All 

those kinds of music has spread 

everywhere, including to our 

mailto:alimulhuda75@gmail.com
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country. Western music are 

branding a lot of singers who are 

very famous, like Britney Spears, 

Bryan Adams, Blue, Westlife. 

Music can express feeling and 

emotion. It is a universal language, 

so it can touch heart anf any aspects 

of human life when we enjoy it. 

Nowadays, music has a wider 

connotation since it still has a rule 

when it is demonstrated; it is 

beautiful with the existence of the 

element of rhyme, tone, and 

harmony. Through its different lyric, 

music can arise the feeling of love, 

sadness, hope and happiness. 

The study of word patterns 

in the song lyrics becomes more 

important when the words are 

combined into new words in the 

song lyrics because sometimes we 

find the words which have different 

interpretation. The study of words 

patterns is morphology. It is 

concerned with the study of how 

words is formed in language. 

Morphology is the study of the 

internal structures of word, how it is 

formed by the smaller pieces. 

According to Booij (2005: 4) 

morphology is a subdiscipline of 

linguistics that deals with such 

patterns. Therefore, morphology 

deals with the internal constituent 

structure of words as well. A new 

word can be formed naturally 

because of the habits, environments 

and changing times. This study 

discussed about words that are 

created through the process of word 

formation, specifically 

compounding. 

Compounding is the process 

of bringing together two or more 

words into a single entity that has 

one meaning of the word. According 

to Matthews (1974: 82) 

compounding is a process by which 

a compound lexeme is derived from 

two or more simpler lexeme. It is a 

combination from form lexemes to 

not simply form. 

According to O„Grady and 

Dobrovolsky (1987: 139) English 

orthography is not consistent in 

representing compounds since they 

are sometimes written as single 

words, sometimes with an 

intervening hyphen, and sometime 

as separate words. Booij (2005: 93) 

said that compounds are 

combinations of two or more 

lexeme. Compound word is a new 

word that formed from two or more 

morphemes. Related to O‟Grady 

(1997:119) who said that a 

morpheme is the smallest unit of 

language that carriage information 

about meaning or function. 

Katamba (1993: 311) states 

that there are three types of 

compound; 1) Endocentric 

compounds, that is compounds with 

a head. 2) Exocentric compound, 

headless compound. 3) Copulative 

compounds are compounds that 

have two words which are coupled 

or conjoined. 

According to British 

Phonographic Industry, Westlife has 

been certified for 12 million albums 

and 8.4 million singles in UK. 

Westlife also won ITV's "Record of 

the Year" four times in a row with 
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their singles. In Indonesia, their 

debut album won 20 times platinum 

award. The researcher thinks that 

Westlife's song is very good and 

pleasant to be heard, not only the 

lyrics but also the singer's voice. 

Westlife's song lyrics also have a 

good moral value, almost of their 

songs tell us about faithful, true 

love, and the struggle to get 

something. 

Based on the explanation 

above, the study is inspired to 

analyze the compound words used 

in Westlife song lyrics Unbreakable 

V1 Greatest Hits Album Beginning 

1999-2002. 

Analysis is separation into 

parts, possibly with commencement 

and judgment. (Webster: 1989). 

This is a branch of mathematics 

which studies continuous changes 

and includes the theories of 

integration, differentiation, measure, 

limits, analytic functions and 

infinite series. It is the systematic 

study of real and complex-valued 

continuous functions. It describes 

both the discipline of which calculus 

is a part and one form of the abstract 

logic theory. There are two broad 

subdivisions of analysis named Real 

analysis and complex analysis, 

which deal with the real-values and 

the complex-valued functions 

respectively. Real Analysis: Real 

analysis is a branch of analysis that 

studies concepts of sequences and 

their limits, continuity, 

differentiation, integration and 

sequences of functions. It focuses on 

the real numbers, including positive 

and negative infinity to form the 

extended real line. It deals with 

functions of real variables and is 

most commonly used to distinguish 

that portion of calculus. It is natural 

to consider differentiable, smooth or 

harmonic functions in the real 

analysis, which is more widely 

applicable but may lack some more 

powerful properties that 

holomorphic functions have. 

Complex analysis: Complex 

analysis is the study of complex 

numbers together with their 

manipulation, derivatives and other 

properties. It is an extremely 

powerful tool which helps in 

providing a way of computing 

difficult integrals by investigating 

the singularities of the function near 

and between the limits of 

integration. 

Word as a part of language 

has important rule in forming a 

language. According to Fromkn et 

al. (2014 33), "Words are an 

important part of linguistic 

knowledge and constitute a 

component of our mental grammars 

It means that word is important 

things in linguistic which has 

content combination. Francis (1985 

207-208) classifies the word in four 

types. They are simple words, 

complex words, compound words 

and complex-compound.  

Word Formation Process 
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It is one of Linguistics 

branches, study about word 

formation. According to Okeke, 

Onyebuchr, Obast. Tochukwu (2014 

2216), "A word formation process a 

way in which an entirely word 

comes into a language and or a way 

in which a speaker creates complex 

words from already existing simpler 

word(s) " It means that word 

formation process is a way whereby 

a word in language is formed. 

A compound is a word 

composed of more than one free 

morpheme. According to Delabunty 

and Garvey (2010) a morpheme is 

the smallest part of a word that has 

grammatical function or meaning: it 

is not the smallest unit of meaning. 

This definition of morpheme is 

supported by Stageberg (1999) who 

says that a morpheme is a short 

segment of language that meets 

three criteria: it is a word or a part 

of word that has meaning; it cannot 

be divided into smaller meaningful 

parts without violation of its 

meaning, and it occurs in differing 

verbal environments with a 

relatively stable meaning. In short, it 

can be said that morpheme is a 

smallest meaningful unit.  

According to Katamba 

(1993: 305) the types of compound 

are: Endocentric Compounds. 

Katamba (1993: 311) said that, most 

compound in English are 

endocentric, they have a head. In 

such compound, normally the head 

clement appears as the right-

handmost constituent of the word. 

Semantically an endocentric 

compound indicates a sub-grouping 

within the class of entities that the 

head denotes. There are the 

examples with the head is 

underlined; a schoolboy is a kind of 

a boy and a bedroom is a kind of 

room.  

Exocentric Compounds or 

bahuvrihi compounds are headless 

compounds which do not contain an 

element that function as the 

semantic head which is modified by 

the no head element. The 

constituents in exocentric 

compounds do not have a head-

modifier semantic relationship, for 

examples; a blue-nose is not a nose 

at all but a purplish variety of potato 

grown in Nova Scotian, and white-

collar is neither a kind of a collar 

nor a white thing, but the meaning is 

something which is related with a 

worker. From semantic point of 

view, exocentric compounds are 

opaque. Their meaning often cannot 

be transparently guessed from its 

constituent parts like idioms. 

Copulative compounds or 

dvanda compounds in the Sanskrit 

name are compounds that have two 

words which are couple or 

conjoined. They have the structure 

shown in: - girl (N) + friend (N) = 

girlfriend (N), - bitter (A)+ sweet 

(N) = bitter-sweet (A). 

Types of compound word by 

the meaning are transparent words, 

these are the meanings of the words 

can be predicted from the each 

constituents of the word. For 

example: seaweed is a kind of weed 
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that grows in the sea, fleabite is a 

bite given by a flea, etc., 

Opaque words are the 

meaning is not predictable to be 

determined from the meaning of 

their constituents. For example: 

butterfingers is neither a kind of 

fingers nor a kind of butter but 

rather a person who is apparently in 

capable of holding things without 

dropping them. 

From a syntactic point of 

view, copulative compounds are 

headed. But from a semantic point 

of view, the coupled elements are 

equal status, with neither element 

being regarded as the head that 

dominates the entire word. Related 

to Ullmann (1972: 81) every 

compound contains words which are 

arbitrary and opaque, without any 

connection between sound and 

sense, and others which are at least 

to some degree motivated and 

transparent 

Song based on Cambridge 

Advance Learner's Dictionary 

means a usually short piece of music 

with words which are sung.' 

Whereas Oxford Advance Learners' 

Dictionary defines song is a short 

piece of music with words that you 

sing. Another definition of song is 

an artistic form of expression based 

on sound, generally considered a 

single (and often standalone) work 

of music with distinct and fixed 

pitches, pattern, and form. It can be 

wordless or with words, but must 

include some form of vocalization. 

The word music was derived 

from Greek from the words 

"mousike techne" who inspired 

creativity that were called as Muses 

(the art of the muses)." Then it led 

to the word Latin as "musica". In 

English music defines as vocal or 

instrumental sounds (or both) 

combined in such a way as to 

produce beauty of form, harmony, 

and expression of motion.' Music 

also defined as sound that is 

arranged in a way that is pleasant or 

exciting to listen to." Another 

definition, music is a patterns of 

sounds made by musical 

instruments, singing or computers, 

or a combination of these, intended 

to give pleasure to people who listen 

to it.' Based on the definition above 

music is vocal or instrumental sound 

or combination of those that is 

arranged to give pleasure to 

someone. 

The word "lyric" was 

actually derived from the Greek, 

specifically from word "lyrikos", 

meaning "singing to the lyre,"s as a 

form of poem and today, the 

meaning of lyrics is also rooted in 

the idea of music since the reference 

to a song's words as lyrics that 

appeared in 1876. Cambridge 

Advanced Learner‟s Dictionary 

defines song as the words of a song, 

especially a pop song.' But now 

lyrics not only for pop song, but 

also for another genre of sing. 

Oxford Advanced Learning 

Dictionary also defines lyric as 
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expressing person's personal feeling 

and thoughts connected with a poem 

or a song."' A song without lyric 

cannot be called as song but only 

music or instrumental music. Based 

on the definition above, we can 

conclude that lyric is a personal 

feeling that written in for poem or 

song that express one's emotion. 

Westlife are an Irish pop 

vocal group, who were formed in 

1998 in Sligo, Ireland. They 

disbanded in 2012 and reunited in 

2018. They were originally signed 

by Simon Cowell in the UK, Clive 

Davis in the US and managed by 

Louis Walsh and Sonny Takhar. The 

group currently consists of Shane 

Filan, Mark Feehily, Kian Egan, and 

Nicky Byrne, with Brian McFadden 

having left in 2004 to pursue a solo 

career. 

So far, they have a total of 

thirteen major album releases, 

eleven of which are studio albums. 

Five albums are as a five-piece and 

eight are as a four-piece. The group 

rose to fame with their debut 

international self-titled studio 

album, Westlife (1999). It was 

followed by Coast to Coast (2000), 

World of Our Own (2001), 

Unbreakable – The Greatest Hits 

Vol. 1 (2002), and Turnaround 

(2003), which continued the group's 

success worldwide. Before the start 

of their Turnaround Tour in 2004, 

one of the original members, Brian 

McFadden, departed from the band. 

The four remaining members 

continued as a group to release their 

cover albums Allow Us to Be Frank 

(2004) and The Love Album (2006) 

and the studio albums Face to Face 

(2005) and Back Home (2007). 

After an almost one-year hiatus of 

studio recording in 2008, they 

regrouped and released the studio 

albums Where We Are (2009), and 

Gravity (2010), and the compilation 

album Greatest Hits (2011). After 

eight years, the quartet group 

released their eleventh studio album, 

Spectrum, in 2019. 

The band has sold over 45 

million records. The band has 

received over 1.5 billion views on 

their official YouTube channel 

alone with more than 2.4 million 

page subscribers as well, were 

streamed more than 300 million 

times, and more than 550 million 

streams on Spotify as of 2018 and 

more than a million followers on the 

said streaming media platform as of 

May 2019. 

They generated singles such 

as "Swear It Again", "If I Let You 

Go", "Flying Without Wings", "I 

Have a Dream", "Seasons in the 

Sun", "Fool Again", "My Love", 

"What Makes a Man", "Uptown 

Girl", "Unbreakable", "When You're 

Looking Like That", "Queen of My 

Heart", "Mandy", "Tonight", "Hey 

Whatever", "You Raise Me Up", 

"Bop Bop Baby", "The Rose", and 

"World of Our Own". 19 out their 

29 singles as lead artist and as 

featured artist received UK 

certifications from 1999 to 2019, 17 

out of 29 singles from 1999 to 2009 

reached the top 2 on the UK Singles 

Chart. They have the second most 
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certifications for a boy band in the 

UK Singles Chart after Take That 

and the most singles certifications 

for a pop band on the UK number 

one singles artists chart since The 

Beatles. 

According to the British 

Phonographic Industry (BPI), 

Westlife has been certified for 13.1 

million albums, 1.3 million video 

albums, and 10 million singles, with 

a total of more than 24 million 

combined sales in the UK. They are 

also currently ranked 19th with the 

most number-one albums of all time 

and sixth highest band in the list. 

The group have accumulated 14 

number-one singles as a lead artist 

as well as having eight number-one 

albums in the United Kingdom, 

making them Ireland's most prolific 

chart-toppers. In 2012, the Official 

Charts Company listed Westlife 

34th amongst the biggest-selling 

singles artist, 16th amongst the 

biggest selling groups, and 14th 

with most top ten hits all the highest 

for a boy band and a pop group in 

British music history. They are the 

biggest selling album group of the 

2000s decade in the UK as well. 

Three of their studio albums were 

part of the 50 fastest selling albums 

of all time in the UK. The group 

have the most consecutive number-

one studio albums in a decade in the 

UK and Ireland for a band since the 

Beatles and for a pop band and act 

since ABBA. Also in Ireland, they 

have 11 number-one albums with a 

total of 13 top two albums, 16 

number-one singles as well as 34 

top-fifty singles. 

They are holders of the 

following Guinness World Records: 

first to achieve seven consecutive 

number-one singles in the UK, most 

public appearances in 36 hours by a 

pop group, most singles to debut at 

number one on the UK chart and top 

selling album group in the United 

Kingdom in the 21st century.  

It makes Westlife one of the 

most successful musical groups of 

all time, among the highest profile 

acts in 2000s popular culture in 

most territories worldwide, and one 

of the few boy bands to have 

continued success after their 

commercial peak. On the best-

selling boy bands of all-time list, 

they are currently eighth worldwide 

along with the biggest selling boy 

band from Ireland in history 

globally. 

 

RESEARCH DESIGN 

The study applies descriptive 

quantitative because this collects, 

analyzes, describes, identifies the 

data and finally counts them. 

Qualitative research is more 

subjective in nature than Quantitative 

research and involves examining and 

reflecting on the less tangible aspects 

of a research subject, e.g, values, 

attitudes, perceptions (Neville: 6).  

The data are selected from 

Song Lyrics of Westlife Unbreakable 

V1 Greatest Hits Album Beginning 
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1999-2002. The last instrument is the 

English dictionary. The English 

dictionaries were used to check the 

part of speech of compound words 

found in the Song Lyrics of Westlife 

Unbreakable V1 Greatest Hits 

Album Beginning 1999-2002. The 

data collected are further analyzed by 

the following procedures: First, 

Presenting the data. Second, 

Identifying the compound words 

found in every song. Third, Making 

group of the compound words from 

20 songs. Fourth, determining lyrics 

of the song. Fifth, Counting the 

number of compound words. Sixth, 

arranging the compound words based 

on the frequency of occurrence. 

Seventh, concluding them. 

First, identifying the 

compound words. They were 

identified in the observation field 

note by recognizing the 

characteristics of compound words 

using Katamba's theories. 

Second, classifying the 

compound words into three types. 

They were endocentric, exocentric 

and copulative. 

Last, interpreting the 

contextual meaning of those 

compound words to be more 

specifically. 

 

FINDING AND CONCLUSION 

There were 98 words 

identified as the compound word in 

the Song Lyrics of Westlife 

Unbreakable V1 Greatest Hits 

Album Beginning 1999-2002. The 

analysis was viewed from the word 

formation called compounding. After 

the process called identification, the 

researcher classified those words into 

three types of compound word, so 

there were three types of compound 

word. They were endocentric, 

exocentric, and copulative compound 

word. It is about 54.08% or 53 words 

were classified as the endocentric 

compound words because of the 

combination of the head and the 

modifier. 17 words or about 17.34% 

was classified as the exocentric 

compound words because of the 

absence of the head. Moreover, about 

28.57% or 28 words were 

categorized as the copulative 

compound words because of the 

meanings that conjoin together. The 

researcher concluded that the 

contextual meanings of the 

compound words found in the Song 

Lyrics of Westlife Unbreakable V1 

Greatest Hits Album Beginning 

1999-2002 were interpreted by the 

researcher successfully. The 

contextual meanings were 

magnificently interpreted by the 

researcher by analyzing the word 

formation used 

The finding is hoped to be 

useful to motivate students to learn 

the compound word to enlarge their 

knowledge towards English 

grammar. The students should 

understand better the compound 

word because they can find the 

compound words in learning 

English as the foreign language. The 

teacher can use song as the teaching 

media in teaching compound word 

because it is the effective media in 

teaching compound word. For other 
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researchers who will conduct the 

research with the same topic can use 

this research as their references. For 

the readers, especially the students 

of English Department better choose 

the analysis of compound words as 

the object of research, because there 

are many interesting aspects which 

can be analyzed. Sometimes, people 

do not realize some words that 

appear in a reading are kind of 

compound words. They think that 

those words are single word, but 

actually they are new words which 

are built through the process of 

compounding. 
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